Primary vs. Secondary Sources Guide

(STURCED

Primary vs. Secondary Sources

(SPIRITS
Guide
Created: Nov. 02, 2016
Updated:
What is a Primary Source?

A Primary Source is a document, record, or artifact that was created in the historical era being
studied. It provides direct or firsthand evidence about an event, person, or object.

What is a Secondary Source?

A Secondary Source is a document or record that was created after the historical era being studied. It
is created by someone who did not experience or participate in the events firsthand.

Primary Source Secondary Source

Diary Scholatly/Academic Journals
Photograph Scholatly/Academic Articles
Painting Scholatly/Academic Books
Object (clothing, furniture, tools, etc.)
Letters

Legal or Government Records

Maps

Oral Stories

Speeches

News Articles

Eyewitness Accounts

Receipts

Example:

Titanic Blueprints, Primary or Secondary source?
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They are a Primary Source because they were created at the same time as the Titanic and give
firsthand knowledge on the Titanic’s structural/architectural build.
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Titanic--the Manitoba story
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The 100th anniversary of the sinking of the RIS Titanic took place on 14 April 2012 As a result of meticulous
research for Titanic: The Canadian Story in 1998, author and journalist Alan Hustak established that 130
Canada-bound passengers and crew were on board the ill-fated White Star liner and only 48 survived. Not as
well known is that among the 130, the largest contingent—30 men, women and children—had a Manitoba
connection. This article examines the fate of these first-, second-. and third-class passengers as well as the role
played by Arthur Ford of the Winnipeg Telegram and Herbert Chisholm of the Manitoba Free Press in reporting
the "story of the century” from New York City.

Thanks to wireless telegraphy, in the early hours of 15 April 1912 the world learned the catastrophic news that
the White Star's giant luxury liner Titanic had struck an iceberg on its maiden trans-Atlantic voyage and in less
than three hours plunged bow-first to a dark and watery grave. After the Cunard liner Carpathia had raced 93
kilometres in a sea dotted with icebergs and rescued Titanic's survivors, subsequent Marconigrams were just as
calamitous: less than one-third of the doomed ship's 2,223 passengers and crew were still alive

Questions soon arose on both sides of the Atlantic. How was it possible for the "unsinkable" Titanic to founder?
Why had only 706 people been saved given the ship's lifeboat capacity for 1,178% Had any of the famous and
wealthy American passengers such as multi-millionaire John Jacob Astor, Macy's owner Isidor Strauss
industrialist Benjamin Guggenheim, and Denver socialite and millionairess Molly Brown perished? For Canadians
what was the fate of railway magnate and CPR President Charles Hays. wealthy Harry Markland Molson of
Montreal Toronto industrialist, military man and yachtsman Major Arthur Peuchen, and Winnipeg millionaire IMark
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Journal Article about Titanic victims from Manitoba or with a connection to Manitoba, Primary or
Secondary Source?

This is a Secondary Source because the author, Michael Dupuis, did not know these people personally
and did not experience the sinking of Titanic firsthand.



